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ADMINISTRATIVE MEMORANDUM

22-05

DATE: August 1,2022

TO: Wayne Blasius, Chief Solomon, Tammy Dunn, Jon Hetrick, Marlene

Bannon

FROM: Mark Watson, City Manager

SUBJECT: TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION OF FOOD TRUCK OPERATION IN

CITY OF OAK RIDGE

On July 27, 2022, the Deputy City Manager met with staff from the Fire

Department, Legal Department, Planning and Development Department, Recreation
and Parks Department, and Utility Business Office to discuss the status of food trucks in

the City.

The Legal Department is actively working on an ordinance to address food

trucks. In the meantime, however, staff reviewed the City’s current permitting
processes to develop a strategy which allows for the continued operation of food trucks
while still ensuring public safety. The following guidelines are to be followed until a

future food truck ordinance becomes effective, anticipated to be within the next few

months. These guidelines are as follows:

•  Food trucks operating on City property will continue to go through the
Recreation and Parks Department’s special event permit process.
Recreation and Parks will modify the current process to require food
trucks to receive an inspection from the Fire Prevention Office before

operation on City property.

•  Food trucks operating on private property for a single event that do not

remain parked on said property overnight will not be required to obtain a
Temporary Use Permit. These food trucks must obtain an inspection from
the Fire Prevention Office (see below).

•  Food trucks operating on private property that plan to be parked there
overnight for one or more nights will still be required to receive a

Temporary Use Permit from the Planning and Development Office as well

as an inspection from the Fire Prevention Office. The standards of the

Temporary Use permit, which include a 90-day limit on operations, will still
apply.
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All Food Trucks are required to comply with the Fire Code and are

required to be inspected. Food Truck operators should schedule an

inspection with the Fire Prevention Office at least three (3) business days
prior to their event. Inspections are scheduled Monday through Friday
between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm. (PHONE 865-425-3917 or 865-425-

3524). The Fire Prevention Office will accept inspections from other

jurisdictions who have adopted the same fire code. These include City of
Knoxville, City of Clinton, Town of Farragut, and City of Maryville.
Operators must provide a copy of the inspection and the inspection must
be current through the operator’s Oak Ridge event date(s).

•  Trucks found to be operating without a valid fire inspection will be ordered

to cease operations within Oak Ridge until they have scheduled and

successfully passed a City of Oak Ridge Fire Prevention Office Inspection.

These guidelines will remain in place as standard operating procedure for food trucks
until another memo is issued or a food truck ordinance is adopted.

-22.

7
Mark S. Watson

City Manager

cc: Jack Suggs, Deputy City Manager
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